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124 Account of the 

Account of the refuf citation of a Moufc y found in a torpid Jlate^ 
enclofd in a fojfil fubjiance. Communicated in a letter from 
OLIVER FISKE, M.D. to Hon. ROBERT T. PAINE, 
A.A.F. 

Worcejler, March 15, 1803. 

SIR, 

.EjNCLOSED you will receive an authenticated ftate- 
ment of the facts refpe fling the refufcitation of a moufe, 
which fome time fince was the fubject of a communication 
to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. 

The teftimony of Mr. Lincoln I could not obtain, as he 

now refides in fome part of Vermont. Mrs. Andrews, and 

ethers of the family, can affirm all that is ftated as having 

taken place in the houle. Being perfonally acquainted with 

Mr. Andrews, who is one of our moft refpectable farmers, and 

a very correct man, I have not the leaft hefitation in fubfcrib- 

ing my belief that the enclofed ftatement is correct. 

I am, Sir, moll refpectfully, yours, 

OLIVER FISKE. 
Hon. Robert T. Paine, Efj. 

P. S. It may perhaps be inquired, why a matter £a extra- 
ordinary was not fooner made public ? It did not occur to 
Mr. Andrews, that a fubject like this would be thought 
worthy of any particular notice. It was talked of among his 
neighbours, and almoft forgotten* In October laft, I had the 

firft 



Refit/citation of a Mottfc. 125 

firft intimation of it ; and judging the fact to be important, 
as connected with the invefligation of natural hiftory, I applied 
to Mr. Andrews for the purpofe of preferving it, and received 
from him the narration as enclofed. Being apprifed of the 
ufe I intended to make of it, Mr. Andrews appeared cautious 
not to Hate any thing, which he could not clearly recollect. 

O. F. 

In the month of November, A. D. 1 798, being at work with 
my hired man, Luke Lincoln, in removing fome loamy fand 
from a ridge, which projected into a meadow, we difcovered 
a fubftance of about the fize of a goofe egg, which from its 
colour and confidence, we at firft fuppofed to be a piece of 
iron ore ; being ae hard as dired mortar, or a lump of clay 
expofed to the fun. After feveral attempts, with the corner 
of a fpade, we broke it, and to our furprife, found its nucleus 
was a moufe, rounded into a compact form, which, upon being 
removed from the fliell, left a vacancy of the fame dimenfions 
as its fize. 

Recollecting to have heard of the refufcitation of toads y dug 
from the earth in a fimilar fituation, and with a view of 
making a fimilar experiment, I carried the moufe, to all 
appearance dead, into the houfe, and placed it at a proper dif- 
tance from the fire to obtain a gradual warmth. Some 
fymptoms of returning life began foon to appear ; after a 
little ftruggling, in a few minutes it was reftored to a perfect, 
living date, and ran off with activity. 

The 



126 Account of an Infcribed Rock at Dighton. 

The moufe was of the fpecies, called by the Count de Buf- 
fon, the long tailed f eld moufe, or with us, from its fhape, colour 
and activity, the deer moufe. 

There was no appearance that the ground ever had been 
broken up, nor was there any communication from this fub- 
flance with the external air, or furrounding earth. In fhort, 
we faw no reafon to doubt that the moufe had been immur- 
ed for a century, 

DAVID ANDREWS, 

Signed in prefence of "} 

Oliver Fiske. 5 
Worcefter, March $d, 1803. 
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Account of an fitfcmbed ' -Rock, at Dighton, in tbe Commonwealth 
,of Majfacbufetts, accompanied -with a copy of the Infcription. 
By JAMES WINTHROP, Efq. 

IN Taunton river, about fix miles below the town of 
Taunton, and within the limits of Dighton, is a rock contain- 
ing an hieroglyphical infcription, which has long engaged the 
attention of the curious. The esck is 0n the* eaftefn fide of 
the river, upon the beach, and the infcribed fide fronts about 
northwefterly. At the loweft tides the water retires from the 
foot of it, buc at high water it is commonly covered. ^The 
longeft fide contains the infcription, and looks toward the 
channel of the river, and is the natural face of the rock, not 
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